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Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1^6 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) 03 Claim(s) Wi is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant confirmed that no IDS has been filed in this application. 

The amendment to the specification has been withdrawn in view of the 
amendment filed 05/23/06. 

The drawing objections have not been fully overcome. Applicant has not shown 
the limitations which are objected to in the drawings. It is unclear how the connection 
can have all three "versions" of the coupling. Applicant has only shown three separate 
coupling which is the internally threaded coupling. It appears that Applicant should 
attempt to claim alternatives of the coupling rather than all 3 couplings. Further, 
applicant appears to have added new matter to the drawings with respect to element 
52'. 

Applicant is requested to always place a claim status identifier with the claim 
number. For example, claim 6 is new . "(NEW)" should be labeled beside claim 6 to 
avoid non-compliance. All claims are not present in the marked up copy filed 05/23/06. 
For example claim 6 is missing. Applicant should include claims 1-6 in his/her next 
response. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the three versions Of 
the coupling (claim 4) must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
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new matter should be entered. It appears that the thread of the barrel shape is internal 
and not external.. 

The drawings are objected to because Applicant has shown new matter in figures 
3-4 with respect to element 52'. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The amendment filed 05/23/06 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) because it 
introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment 
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shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added material 
which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: The element 52' in 
figures 3-4. Any reference to reference numeral 52' in the drawings or in the disclosure 
should be removed. The specification which includes the reference of Gauthier 
3921635. This information was not as originally filed. Applicant should be arguing this 
reference that the Examiner presented in the office action under the heading arguments 
and should not be amending the specification to include this reference or any new 
information which pertains to this reference into his/her disclosure^ See page 4 
paragraph 2 of applicant's sub specification.) 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 
Applicant is requested to submit a marked up and clean copy of a substitute 
specification. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 

« 

on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 
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Further, since it appears that this is a replacement abstract. Applicant is 
requested to show the markings of the amendment in the next response to correct the 
deficiencies. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-6 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 has multiple sentences. Claim should only have 1 sentence. 

Claims 2-6 should be consistent with claim 1 and recite "The shower head device 

of claim 1 further comprising ..." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. The flexible obtuse angle was not originally filed. 

Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
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described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Applicant further has no support for a device having at least 3 coupling means. 
Applicant has only one coupling means with any one device. Applicant has support for 
3 alternative types of coupling. However, applicant has no support for at least 3 
couplings in one device at the same time. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 includes multiple sentences. Applicant is required to have only 1 
sentence in each claim. Applicant has not positively claimed the nozzle. As such, only 
an engagement means is a structural limitation. Further, it appears that the 
engagement means and the coupling structure is the same limitation and it is unclear 
what the coupling structure or the engagement means is if they are separate structures. 

Claims 5-6 are vague and indefinite because it is dependent on 3 other claims. 
It is unclear how the coupling means has at least 3 forms. In any one device, applicant 
has only 1 form of the coupling means. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, 4,6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Gauthier (USPN 3,921,635). 

Gauthier discloses a shower head device having an engagement means device 
comprising a thread 1 17 in an annular recessed cylindrical wall around a spray nozzle 
considered the elements shown in figures 15-16. Figure 1 would anticipate claim 1. The 
connection is show in figures 2, 5-6 where the douche is snap fitted over the shower 
head. The Examiner has interpreted the claims as best understood by the Examiner. 

Claims 1,6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Havican 
etal. (US 6,123,272). 

Havican et al. discloses a shower head device having removal nozzles which are 
inserted by a twist and turn type connection. These nozzles are removable and as 
such if one desires to insert a douche with a similar connection end it would be capable 
of performing that function. Applicant has only claimed an engagement means around 
a spray nozzle with a built in coupling structure for a thread fir or snap fit attachment. 
Applicant has not claimed any further distinguishing features. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant has not submitted any arguments with the amendment filed 05/23/06. 
Although it appears that applicant is giving a bonafide attempt. The Examiner will not 
treat the response as Non-compliance at this time. However, in applicant's next 
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response applicant is to provide the arguments in the response and not into the 
specification. In view of applicant's amendments, the amendments have created some 
unclarity. The 

Applicant is recommended to contact the Examiner for an interview to clarify the 
claim language. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LoAn H. Thanh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4966. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. (First Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nick Lucchesi can be reached on (571) 272-4977. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). — f\ J 
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